On February 11th 2016, Axel Borsdorf died in his hometown Lérrach-
Haagen at the age of 67 after a years' long battle with cancer. As ‘Axel’ he
worked for some months in 1970 as deejay on the radioship MEBO 1I,
which housed Radio Nordsee International from February 1970 until the
end of August 1974.

After the German language programmes started in early 1970 with deejay
Horst Reiner from Austria, Hannibal from Mdnchengladbach, and as well
with some presentation by the Swiss lady Elke, it was Axel who replaced
in spring of that year Horst Reiner - who didn't fit into the swinging
presentation of the station. This was just after the MEBO II headed for an
anchorage near the British coast.

Axel presented live programs like the ‘Morning’- and ‘Evening Show’ and
was also responsible for presenting the Top 40 on Sunday evenings. When
the MEBO II had returned to international waters off the Dutch coast,
Axel’s last period on RNI started. He worked along with several English
deejays on the MEBO II like Andy Archer, Carl Mitchell, Alan West, Michael
Lindsey, Mark Wesley and Roger "Twiggy' Day.

After a search Axel for many years, contact with him finally succeeded in
late autumn 2015 via Facebook. Here he was active under his new name
‘Lung Sen’.

Axel Bosdorf was born on September 14th 1948 in Dresden and grew up
in Lorrach, near the German-Swiss border where he studied at the Hans-
Thoma-Gymnasium. Then he visited the Hotel School in Luzern to become
a cook. During that period he also worked as a freelance deejay in several
discotheques and for some radiostations. Last but not least he ended up
on the Mebo II.

When leaving the station he went to work for the Swiss Travel
organisation ‘Hotelplan’ as animator and in later years for the
Touristorganisation ‘TUI’, where he was tour leader (in Thailand, Spain,
Tunesia and Italy). Since 1978 he visited Pattaya in Thailand regularly
where he lived from 1989 for longer periods and accompanied travelling
people. Here he took a new name: ‘Lung Sen’ and got a very close contact
to a Thais family which he helped with building a farm. For many years he
wrote for a news portal in Thailand ‘Farang’. People in Pattaya were very
proud of Axel Bosdorf. All those years he also kept his flat in Lérrach-
Haagen, where he went back after his retirement and passed away on
February 11th 2016.



Nachruf von Martin van der Ven:

Am 11. Februar 2016 verstarb Axel Borsdorf in seiner Heimatstadt
Lérrach-Haagen im Alter von nur 67 Jahren an einem langjahrigen
Krebsleiden. Als 'Axel' arbeitete er 1970 wenige Monate als Discjockey auf
dem Sendeschiff Mebo 1II, das Radio Nordsee International von Februar
1970 bis August 1974 als Plattform diente.

Nachdem die deutschsprachigen Sendungen zunachst mit dem
Osterreichischen Moderator Horst Reiner, Hannibal (UIf Posé aus
Ménchengladbach) sowie vereinzelt mit der Schweizerin Elke begonnen
hatten, ersetzte Axel zu Beginn des Frihjahrs den etwas altbacken
prasentierenden Horst Reiner, nachdem die Mebo II im Marz zur
englischen Kiste gefahren war.

Axel prasentierte live von Bord die 'Morgen-' und 'Abendshow' sowie die
Top 40-Sendung am Sonntagabend. Mit ihm kamen frischer Wind und
gute Laune in die Sendungen. Nach Beendigung der Testsendungen und
der Rickkehr des Sendeschiffes zur hollandischen Kiste im Juli 1970
begann dann seine letzte kurze Periode an Bord. Axel arbeitete mit
zahlreichen englischen DJ]-Kollegen zusammen, darunter Andy Archer, Carl
Mitchell, Alan West, Michael Lindsey, Mark Wesley und Roger "Twiggy'
Day.

Nach jahrzehntelanger vergeblicher Suche nach seinem Verbleib gelang
erst im Spatherbst 2015 Uber Facebook der Kontakt zu Axel, wo er unter
seinem neuen Namen Lung Sen einen eigenen Auftritt hatte.

Axel Bosdorf war am 14. September 1948 in Dresden geboren worden und
wuchs in Lérrach an der deutsch-schweizerischen Grenze auf, wo er auch
das Hans-Thoma-Gymnasium besuchte. Er ging dann in eine
Hotelfachschule in Luzern und absolvierte eine Lehre als Koch. Nebenbei
aber verdiente er sich sein Studium als Discjockey bei mehreren
Discotheken und Rundfunksendern und landete so schlieBlich auch an
Bord der Mebo II. Danach arbeitete er beim Schweizer Reiseunternehmen
Hotelplan als Animateur und wechselte erst spater zum
Touristikunternehmen TUI, fir das er jahrzehntelang als Reiseleiter tatig
war (sowohl in Thailand als auch in Spanien, Tunesien und Italien). Ab
1978 kam er regelmaBig nach Pattaya (Thailand), wo er seit 1989 fast
standig lebte und Reisegruppen betreute. Er nahm den neuen Namen
‘Lung Sen' an und hatte besonders engen Kontakt zu einer thailandischen
Familie, der er half eine Farm aufzubauen. Jahrelang schrieb er Beitrage
fur das thailandische Newsportal 'Der Farang'. Axel Bosdorf war in Pattaya
hochgeschatzt und allseits bekannt als "'TUI-Axel'. Er behielt gleichzeitig
seine Eigentumswohnung in Lérrach-Haagen, in die er sich nach Erreichen
seines Ruhestands zuletzt zurtickzog. In seiner Heimatstadt ist er nun
auch verstorben.



Andy Archer erinnert sich:

I was so sorry to learn of the death of Axel who was one of the great
characters from the early days of R.N.I. in 1970.

Unlike the other German disc jockeys on board who could be quite
reserved at times, Axel always joined in with the fun and games and
practical joking which we Brits perpetrated. We all enjoyed his company
and he was well liked by the disc jockeys and crew alike.

I remember when he was trying the think of a suitable surname to use on
air, someone was playing a Crosby, Stills & Nash record. We said "What
about Crosby?”, he said “"no”, we then suggested Stills and again he said
“no”, finally, I think it might have been Michael Lindsay said “well it has to
be Nash then” and Axel said, “thats fine by me!”

The last time I saw Axel was when he left the ship for the final time forty
six years ago and lost contact with him, but my memories of him will
always be happy ones.

Message from RNI Zirich/Switzerland:

Sad to hear that Axel passed away. He was with us at a very early stage
of our RNI project. He also performed many times as DJ in our Higlife
Night Club in Zirich. We will remember him as an important and kind
personalty. R.I.P.

Radio Nordsee International
HQ Zurich / Switzerland
Mebo Ltd.
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(© Bruno Brandenberger) (taken form Axel's Facebook page)




