Radio 270 Memories

Voor diegene die boven de 55 jaar jong zijn is er een groot aantal , dat via ons
geheugen regelmatig weer opborrelen. Er wordt in de diverse nieuwsgroepen, blogs,
tijdschriften en ga zo maar door met regelmaat geschreven over tal van stations
vanaf zee. En dan komen direct de namen naar voren als Radio Caroline, Radio

London, RNI. Caroline en Veronica. Maar er zijn ook andere zeezenders actief
geweest.

Een van deze stations richtte zich eigenlijk regionaal gericht op het luisterpubliek in
het Britse Yorkshire. Het was Radio 270 dat in Groningen vreemd genoeg beter
binnenkwam dan in bijvoorbeeld Amsterdam. Recentelijk kreeg ik van een van mijn

Britse lezers een enveloppe vol herinneringen inzake Radio 270, waarvan ik een
aantal wil delen via deze site.

- RADIO SOON '%s

PDANS are afoot for the opera-
tion in about four months’
time of a Yorkshire “pirate”
radio ship, to be anchored three |
miles out in Bridlington Bay.

It will cover an area includ-
ing Leeds, York, Newcastle, Dar-
lington, Sheffield, Nottingham
and Doncaster.

The vessel will be staffed by
nine people — a newscaster,
two disc jockeys, two engineers,
a cook and a crew of two.

Discussing the venture, to be
known as Radio Yorkshire, Mr
D Robinson, a Scarborough en- '
tertainment promoter, said that,
following the opening soon of
Radio Scotland, it would be the
sixth ship station providing pro-
grammes from outside the Brit-
ish three-mile limit.

First announcement in October 1965



Dutch lugger which will

the “pirate” radio

slahon Radio 270, arrived in
Scarborough Harbour today on

the morning tide.

It will be In the Harbour for a
fo ht while equipment Iis
instal and alterations are
made Then it will be anchored
four miles off Scarborough,
ready to start broadcasting on
1 April,

At the moment the ship is
berthed in the Inner Harbour,
alongside the Vincent Pler, but
later it Is Intended to move It
into the Outer Harbour,

Within a few hours of it
arriving about 30 workmen,
including joiners, electricians,
plumbers, and engineers, were
on board the vessel.

Sald Mr. WIlf Proudfoot, of
Scarborough, joint managing
director and secretary of Ellam-
bar Investments, the company
behind the enterprise: “ We are
| working to a deadline and there
‘ls not a minute to be lost. The
iship must be fitted out in a
'fortnight it we are to start
| transmitting on time, There is a
lot to be done and work might
have to go on at might.” .

e be renamed Ocean 270

At the Ha.'mzur this morning

loocking over thé.ship were Mr.
Dale S

Leonard - H. managing
director of Dale Electric, of Gris-
thorpe. who is the chalrumn and
joint - managing ~“directo of
Ellambar Investments. nnd Mr
Don Robinson, of Scarboroug?,
the company’s entertainments
director, Siin; Ao
Ocean 7, whose name will be
changed to Ocgan 270, has been ,
completely overhauled at
Scheveningen, Holland, and has
been passed as 100-per-cent, sea-
rorthy. : k vn lhb.sogcu,

vhlch hu a
240-!19 Mne.b 137 ft. long.

Two generators -

‘During the next 14 days it will
bc rewired and two Dale Electric

The arrival in Scarborough

OCEAN 77a Z&yeu-old. '

| “PlrateWHlp‘“‘ arrives for

'men.mholdsvmboeon- WhQnOecnmuuesm
verted into a transmitting room Harbour it will be m?leu

the tgre dlsc-:ockeygd. ‘ggn thxt:et eqlnprtneggrm;m the 160-ft.
techir . aluminium aerial which is -m%e

¥ ew whwh includes erected In the centre of
aeep(nz arte uu: 'ﬁumw explﬂned that

the orw.ml s qu TS r. a
e bows. it would be meu! to install the
: 'me 60-1t. ﬁoremmj.s to come tnmmlt.ﬁng equipment in the
“down, and 20 tons of stane kerb- Harbour, He-would -not -disclose
tr‘ut:‘mbgetu ed mthe.bo:‘.om wwuuor ~when it _would be

) at as

Said Mr. - Proudfcot: " The - Radio 270 hopes broadcut
ballast will make the boat ride from T a..m. untl nudnuh' each
better at sea. When a storm-dayv. It is calculated that 15m.
blows up the engines will be in a {mlle rad!us of the mns-
started and the ship will steam mitter will be adie & pick up the

around, making it more stable.” broadcasis. P

harbour on February 25th 1966



The rebuilding of a Scheveningen fishing vessel into a radio ship in Scarborough
March 1966.



SCARBOROUGH EVENING NEWS

(DAILY)
SCARBOROUGH MERCURY
(THURSDAY)
BRIDLINGTON FREE PRESS
(FRIDAY)

P.H. Ashcroft Esq.,
60 Hencroft Street,
Slough,
Bucks.

Dear oSir,

SCARBOROUGH & DISTRICT NEWSPAPERS LTD

| DIRECTORS: J.M.WHITTAKER
K.M.LEE J A M.WHITTAKER F. W.BURROWS

LONDON OFFICE: 92 FLEET STREET. LONDON, EC.4. PHONE FLEET 8209

HEAD OFFICE
PHONE 946 ABERDEEN WALK, SCARBOROUGH

15 April 1966

Radio 270 ship is still in Scarborough Harbour having
failed to get on the air as intended on 1 April.

Information can be gained from Mr..Leonard Dale,
chairman, Ellambar Ltd., Dale Slectric, Gristhorpe, Filey,

East Yorkshire.

Yours faithfully,

Ly lagenty.

(Ra§ Lazenby)

Editor,

Letter stating the ship was still in harbour April 15th 1966



Mast came down in April 1966



‘Gale silences
- Radio 270

Ale 270 devolees switched on last night and todai to find

that the “pirate” ship anchored off

Scarborough was not

transmitting. A fault which developed in the aerial had put the

transmitter out of action.

' Mr. Leonard Dale, chalrman
of the radlo company, sald
today that the breakdown was
the result of the copper aerial
stretching and touching the
mast. This resulted In a safety
device putting the transmitter
out of actdon. Rough seas had
made It Impossible to get up the
mast with ropes and tackle In
order to tighten the aerlal.

So that Radio 270 could get
back on the alr as aulckly as
possible It had been declded to
bring the ship Into Scarborough
Bay, where, In the calmer waters,
adjustments could be made. It
moved Inshore just after noon.

“ We have people prepared to
g0 up the mast now, but we are
taking no risks. We are sorry
that our Msteners have been
qigled the service, but broad-
casting should start again late
this afternoon,” said Mr. Dale.

Aerials for this type of trans-
mitter were selected by trial and
error. The copper aerial would
be replaced by one made from
phosphor-bronze — two of which
B:l" already on order, sald Mr.

e, 3
“It is unfortunate that they

have not arrived and'allowed us
to get them fitted before the
gale came.” | )

- Went out in keel-boat

Mr. G. W. Proudfoot. managing
director of the enterprise, went
out to Radlo 270 after It went off
the air last night In the Scar-

borough keel-boat Courage. He
was unable to get aboard because
of the high seas, but was able to
learn what had happened.

He sald that the breakdown
was partly the result of the
mishap on 1 April when the
ship’s transmitting mast was
broken off in a gale,

The original aer!al was
phosphor-bronze, but after that
mishap 1t was replaced by the
present one made of copper,
which tended to stretch.

Mr, Proudfoot sald that when
he went out to the radlo ship last
night the top of the mast was
swinging from 40 to 50 ft. to each
side with the roll of the ship.

M.P. seeks to end

pirate radio

Mr.  Hugh Jenkins (Lab,,
Putney) has given notice of his
intention to introduce a bill to
establish a television and radio
authority.

It would have the purpose of
running a  fourth television
channel, setting up a national
popular radlo programme, actin
as a parent station to loca
radlo stations, and abolishing
pirate radlo, “whether operadng
within  or without territorial
waters",

Mr. Jenkins proposes to Intro- -
duce the bill under the 10-minute
rule on 3 August,

On Wednesday Mr. Willlam
Deedes (Con., Ashford) will ask
the Attorney General, Sir Elwyn
Jones, to introduce legislation
which will bring the disused '
military towers in the Thames .
estuary within U.K. jurisdletian,

A former Attorney General, Sir
John Hobson (Con., Warwick and
Leamington), Is to ask Sir Elwyn
to refer recent events at Shiver-
Ing Sands to the Director of
Public Prosecutions with a view
:g Instituting criminal proceed-

gS. g

Report about a storm June 28th 1966



" FIGHT FOR
_ FREE 'RADIO



Mike Baron opening the mail
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Campaign stations against proposed ban of the offshore radio July 1966

" “If 270 unsafe we would abandon the project”

Mr, G. W. Proudfoot, managing — MR. PROUDFOOT
director of the company which| - -
runs. the pirate Radlo 270"8“152 the safety equipment
commented today on a report in, pogsn we thought It wasn't safe,
a >pational newspaper this we would abandon the whole
morning that three of the ship's 'project—It's-not worth a man's

disk-jockeys had 1issued an life,” said Mr. Proudfoot.
ultln:a!.unf to the company. J He sald that the first he knew

The ultimtum was reported to about the ultimatum was when
be to the effect that ugleSs the he read of it in the paper this
disk-jockeys got .an assurance'moml“g' I ha'vent seen these
that they wouid not have to face People—I haven’t anything to do

s With the staff. The programme
ROOWIEL fignt fIke Wednesdays;comm“er hires and fires dee-

would quit. s g
t.hlewyr. @oud‘};‘ot sald:. “I admit Jays. and the captaln hires and
it was bad out there. The force fires crew.”:
of the gale broke a wooden jibi Mr. Proudfoot sald that a
9 In. in diameter in three or Small quantity of water got into
four places—the captain saw jt the equipment on Wednesday
bend—and the dlsk-jockeyslnlght. They were drying it out,
would get pretty much of a'and as soon as this was done the
scare, but you apsoint a captain station would be back on the
and leave the decisicns to him. alr. - :

“The fact Is that the ship The ultimatum Is reoorted to
has -ridden out the worst gale have demanded that either the
for 20 years. - The boat has a ship was  moved nearer
seaworthiness certificate and a Bridllngton Bay In case of bad
safety  certificate. It has weather, or the disk-jockeys
umpteen lfebelts, two lifeboats, | were taken back to harbour as

soon as a. severe gale warning
was issued .

It s reported that In
Wednesday night's gale the men
became so ill . that news
broadcasts were abandoned, and
taped music substituted for
records, and they announced
that although they themselves
were frightened the® crew had
everything in control. .

“Worse than lmb\ic#l_;lqrms go

Mr. D. Murphy, who said he
was a deck-hand on the boat at
the time of the storms, sald
today that In the storm every
light on board went off, and a
torch had to be used for a short
time to steer the ship.. - y

“I have spent ten years In
the Royal Navy and been
through storms in the troplcs,
but I have never known anything
like this,” said Mr. Murphy. -

Mr. Murphy sald he had.’no
intention of going back on board
the ship, and is going to look for
a job elsewhere. s o Eegmw

o
clem e

An Ultimatum from deejays to the owner after storm in November 1966
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Protest at plrate

- radio’ politics
Make poll invalid, MP says

BY A STAFF REPORTER

Radio 270, the “ pirate ” station transmitting from a ship- forur
miles off Scarborough, was critized in the Commons yesterday. for
broadcasting political material. The criticism was premature be-.
cause the broadcast has not been made.

The tape containing the broadcast arrived on the ship last week-
end but was found to have been recorded at the wrong speed High-
pitched squeaks emerged.

The tape is being recorded again
at the right speed for the station’s
machines and will be broadcast at
1 a.m. next Sunday.

Meanwhile, Radio 270 has given

Mr. Short, the Postmaster General,
grounds for further concern;
Conservative candidates in local
elections at Scarborough went on
the air yesterday in time they had
paid for themselves.

In the Commons Mr. Andrew

Faulds, Labour M.P. for Smeth-
wick, asked Mr. Short whether,
“in view of the fact that an
illegal broadcast was made last
Saturday on Radio 270 , he would
have the results of yesterday's
municipal  elections - declared
invalid.

In his reply Mr. Short said: “It
is the first time in peacetime that
this country has been subjected to
a stream of misleading propa-
ganda from outside our territorial
waters and I do not think this is a
matter for joking.”

The broadcast to which Mr.

Faulds was referring was a discus-
sion between Mr. Patrick Wall,
Conservative M.P. for Haltem-
price, and members of the
Conservative Association of York
University.

Mr. Wall said it had no bearing
on local elections.

MP about Pirates May 1967



RADIO-270

COMMERCIAL RADIO FOR THE NORTH EAST, YORKSHIRE AND MIDLANDS

From the Office of the Chairman, WESTMINSTER BANK CHAMBERS
s s ST. NICHOLAS STREET, SCARBOROUGH, YORKSHIRE

E}e ctricity Building, TELEPHONES SCARBOROUGH 6354112

Filey, TELEGRAMS TOSEVENO SCARBOROUGH

Yorkshire, YOUR REF: OUR REF: LHD/HGH

8th May, 1967.

Mr. P. H., Ashcroft,
60 Hencroft Street,
Slough,
Bucks.

Dear Mr. Ashcroft,

I thank you for your letter of the 3rd May and note that you are
writing on behalf of the World Radio and Television Handbook.

We have not increased our transmission power over 11 kW, but we
have changed our position. We are now 4} miles off Bridlington, in
a position South-East of that town, and it appears that our signal
is being received much further South, but we have lost a little of
our transmission area in the districts between Newcastle and the
Scottish border, but we are still being received very well on the
East coast of Scotland. We, as you know, are very cautious in respect
of our transmission area. Unlike some of our opposite numbers who are
inclined to say they cover Britain, we have a very distinct area in which
we are only prepared to sell and that is in the area where our signal
is received first class. In fact, we are trying to put out a quality job
as much as we can.

\
Yours sincer¢ly,

Leonard H. Dale,
Chairman.

More power in May 1967



Pete ‘Boots’ Bowman



Kramer joins
Radio 270

Paul Kramer has left Radio Caroline North to
join Radio 270.

Before his short stay at Caroline, Paul was with
Radio City until it was closed down by the
Government in February this year.

Paul was educated at Hereward House School
in Swiss Cottage and Quintin Grammar School,
St John’s Wood. He joined the school stage staff
in his second year at Grammar School as a
Sound Technician and was eventually promoted
to Assistant Stage Manager.

Then he became interested in filming and made
his first §mm film. While at school with some
friends—it cost them £5.

Paul left school and worked as a projectionist
in a preview theatre for Mercury Films. He
worked his way up to become a Sound Camera
Operator; in the dubbing theatre and was the
sound recordist on The Kinks film.

He formed his own company to make
independent Productions and his first commis-
sion was a feature film on Radio Caroline.

He decided to try his luck at Disc-Jockeying
and joined Radio City as a full-time D-J.

Paul Kramer from Caroline North to Radio 270 June 1967



Paul Kramer



Court case cause trip lasted too short July 1967



Ross Randell



RADIO 270 CLOSES DOWN
AFTER 15 MONTHS OF
BROADCASTING

RAD[O 270, Scarborough’s *

*pirate”” radio station, signed off

the air for the last ime with ** Land of Hope and Glory "

and "' The Queen™
broadcasting.

It was on 14 August, and It
would have been more appro-
priate had it been the thirteenth,
Not only was Radlo 270 closing
down to comply with the Govern-

ment’'s Marine Broadcasting
(Offences) Act. which came into
force at midnight, but caree of
the resident disk-jockeys, Mike
Hayes, Paul Kramer, and Mike
Barron, were unable to reach
the ship for the last programme
because of the weather, znd
farewell tapes were lost at sea
when endeavours were made by
helicopter to get them
Ocean T.

Nostalgic finale

So it was left to Ross Randell
and, {n the last 13 hours, Vince
“Rusty” Allan to pass oOn
messages and play their
colleagues’ signature tunes in a
nostaigic finale which
“Goodnight—good-bye. Radio 270
is closing down.”

Among them was a letter from
Mr. Leonard Dale, the chairman,
who said that it was very
distressing that nis company
would not be able tw provide
listeners with the “ right kind of
entertainmeint. and radio pro-
gramme you have been used to”

He went on to say that the
Government has seen fit to make
this form of entertainment
\llegal, but hoped that in years

o come Radio 270 would be able

to serve listeners from a land-
based station. It was his sorry
duty to say good-bye. bul ne
hoped that the company would
be able to serve lsteners in the

to.

ended |

on Monday night after 15 months’

same way as radio stations
any other
country.

in
freedom - loving

Appreciation

Mr. Dale also thanked the
people of Scarborough and Brid-
lington for their help. particu-
larly the lifeboat service gnd the
Royal Air Force air-sea rescue
service based at Leconfield.

Managing director Mr Wilt
Proudfoot, on holiday in Spain.
sald in a telegram: “To all
Radlo 270 listeners and staff : We
will return!”

During the last 13 hours before
the close-down Rusty Alan inter-
viewed the staff and members of
the crew, including the captain,
Mr. O. Hodgson, and the mates,
Mr. Gordon Balley, of Scar-
| borough, who has been a
|member of the crew from the
beginning, and Mr. Ken Lester.
iof Bridlington.

Farflung voices

He also recalled former disk-
jockeys with Radio 270 who, in
many Scarborough homes,
| became household names.
| Among them were Noel Miller,
‘now in radio in Tasmania, Hal
| York, with Radio Hong Kong,
| Roger Keene, working on C.B.C
|in Canada. Bruce Bowman and
Paul Burnett, with Radio Manx,
and Mark West. with Radio Scot-
land, which closed down at the
lsame Mme as 270 And before
Ocean 7 went silent for the last
time there were tapes and inter-
views {rom advertising man Guy
| Hamilton and ke newscasters.

Newspaper reports about the closure Radio 270 due to MOA






Just before and after the final closedown there was some late entertainment



RAF to
probe
flight

to pop
pirate
ship

By Daily Mall Reporter

‘AN RAF helicopter’s
flight to a pirate radio
ship is being investi-
gated by  senior
officers.

The helicopter, from
Leconfield RAF station,
Yorkshire, hovered over
Radio 270, off _Bridlmgton,
on Monday night shortly
before the Government
outlawed pop pirates.

Then it dropped a tape-
recording which carried fare-
well messages from disc
jockeys unable to reach the
ship because of bad weather.

The incident was revealed
by a disc jockey who told
listeners that the tape had
missed the ship when it was
dropped and was lost in the
sea,

An RAF official at Lecon-
field said statements were
being taken from the heli-
copter crew.

He said: “ A full report is
to be sent to Coastal Com-
mand headquarters.”

Banned

Radio 270 has closed down
because of the new law,
which forbids Britons work-
ing for, supplying or adver-
tising on pirate stations.

Now only Radio Caroline is
operating, in the North from
a ship off the Isle of Man and
in the South from a ship off
the Essex coast.

Radio Caroline confinued
to broadcast advertisements
about British firms yesterday.

The firms said they commis-
sioned the commercials before
the new law came into force.

Mr. Derek Gardner, who
has camera shops in Leather-
head and Epsom, Surrey, and
the watch company Bulova
U.K., said they had been
assured by Radio Caroline
that no commercials would
be used after Monday.

Chislehurst Caves, Kent,
was also advertised yesterday.
An official said: “ We defi-
nitely didn't order these
advertisements.”

The Marine Offences Act

. says that action can be taken

only against *deliberate

offenders.”

A Post Office official said:
“ We are aware that the Caro-
line ships are at present
broadcasting ‘ free’ advertise-
ments which have not been
requested by the sponsors.”

Investigation RAF flight to pirate radio ship August 18th 1967



THE BIG 'L' 270 FAN CLUB
08 -0 -0~ -0 -2 ~0 -0 -8 ~0 -2 ~-0=B-C

The White House,
Holthead,

Slaithwaite,

Yorkshire,

'BE THERE WHEN THE PIRATES RETURN!

When you join the Big L 270 Fan Club,
you will be joining the only o-ne of its
kind in Europe. Full membership is 6/@2
end fur this, you will receive photographs
of beth stations with photographs of most
of the D,J.!'s serxving on them at the time
of close dcwn, along with pages of inter-
esting facts and information, on such
things as financial situation, offices,
steff, D.J.'s, crew, advertising rates
etc, as well as an interesting and
exclusive tape list,

If you ere interested, et all, in
the plight of the off-shore radio stations
why not support something you believe in,
by joining

THE BIG 'L' 270 FAN CLUB
D ) kD ) D DD D D L D D D =D

SPECIAL NOTICES

THE BIG L 270 FAN CLUB
5‘:‘&_"’.':6&:-:&:?‘:'“ %WWM

The Big L 270 The White House, Holt Head,
Yorkshire,

From presumable September 1967 is this letter and advert in which former listeners
are asked for a combined membership for the Big L 270 Fan Club



PIRATE’'S

NEXT MONTH will be
decisive for former Tory
M.P. Wilfred Proudfoot who
has been seeking a buyer

for Ocean Seven—the vessel -

from which his pirate Radio
270 operated.

The station ceased broad-
casting six -months ago. It
was then put on the market
as a fully equipped radio
station for £22,000. TN

“But there doesn’t seem
to be much of a market for
a pirate radio ship #hese
days,” says 46-year-old Mr.
Proudfoot ruefully.

“In March we will decide
whether to carry on trying
to sell the ship as she is—
or dismantle all the radio
equipment and offer the
boat as a bargain-priced

- yacht at £8,000.

“I'm sure we would have
no difficulty in getting rid of
it.. There are not many
yachts around which slee
20 people and are big enoug
to park a caravan on deck.

“But it is sad if we have
to do it this way, because I

passionately believe in
private enterprise radio
stations.

“1 am not giving up hope.
In fact at the moment I
have several inquiries,
including one from some-
body who says-he has got

rmission from a- foreiig

overnment to operate i
the European area.” .. .

Ship still for sale in February 1968
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Radio Z70 ship Oceaan-7.

A piece of
history is
frawled up
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Fishermen aboard the trawler
Success have recovered a plece
of Scarborough's history.

Skipper Tommy Willilamson
and his crew caught in their
nets & 30-ft length of mast which
was cut from the floating pirate
station Radio 270 one stormy
night 23 years ago.

Radio 270, run by a group of
local businessmen, operated
from about four miles off Scar.
borough and boasted top DJ
Paul Burnett among its staff,

The find brought memories
flooding back for Bob Sabin,

who was s deckhand on the
Radio 270 ship Oceaan-7 and
helped to cut the mast down.

*“It was poor weather, blowing
up to & gale. We were about
three miles east of Scarborough
and some of the stays had parted
on one side, which broke the
mast,” he remembered.

The skipper ordered Bob and
another crew member o chop
through the wires to get rid of
about 50ft of the total 154-Rt
mast In case it fouled the propel-
lers.

“It was quite & night,” said

Bob (51), of Albemarie Cres-
cent, Scarborough, who now
works as a deckhand on the
dredger Skarthi.

The length of mast was
brought back into Scarborough
Harbour by the Success and
was due to be sold for scrap
this afternoon.

Scarborough councillor Tim
Jackson, representing the
Danby area, was chairman of
Ellambar Investments, the com-
pany which ran Radio 270.

“It was great fun and all
completely legal then,” he said.

=

Il
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November 1989 was the month a part of the former mast from the Ocean 7 was
recovered by fishermen after 23 years in the North sea.



memories
despite
false start

RE memories of Radio 270:

The ship’s name was Ocean 2 and
on the official opening night at 270’s
offices in Scarborough radios were
tumed on and the result — nothing.

Radio 270 had got off to a false

I can’t remember any of the others
but 1 can remember two of the news-
readers:

1 Albert Hough; he had 2 voice
that scemed to come from his
beots and

2 Phil Hayton, who went on to
become one of BBC TV s top
mewsreaders.

1 for one was most upset when the
station bad to close.

Esk at Whitby after closure and 1
bought one of the tumtable units.

I would be very interested to
know what happened to the rest of
the presenters.
but I don"t know what happened to
the rest of them.

Norman D. Cooper
71 Newcoln Road,

Scarberough.

Even in 1993 a listeners from the sixties revealed his memories



