
 

Hans Knot International Report Spring 2020 

 

Welcome to this spring edition of the international radio report. 

None of us could have ever imagined that in this age we would be 

greatly and globally affected by the wretched Corona Virus. I wish 

no one would be infected and yet, even among my readership, 

everyone will not be immune to the virus. In the Netherlands a lot is 

already locked up, schools, restaurants, cafes, people in nursing 

homes who are no longer visited or patients in hospitals who are only 

allowed to visit 1 person a day.  

In Rotterdam the 65th edition of the Eurovision Song Contest was 

supposed to be held this year in May, but on the day I write the first 

pages of the report (18th of  March) it was also cancelled. The annual 

meeting of the NAB in Las Vegas will not take place and in the 

Netherlands there would be a two day reunion in Hilversum on the 

occasion that Radio Veronica started its programs 60 years ago. But 

this radio happening has also been cancelled. Meetings with more 

than 20 people are forbidden here and of course there are many 

other rules. It keeps us off the streets, which is best in these 

circumstances. Therefore another report, shorter as normal, with 

first of all some e mail reactions. Another report will not be in late 

May but at an earlier date. I wish you a some fun to relax in this 

heavy time for all of us. 

 

First e mail is from Shaun in England, who wrote: ‘Hi Hans, thank you 

so much for another edition of the international report. It was  

another enjoyable read.  I really appreciate the work and specially 

the meticulous care you put into these reports. Regards Shaun 

Scannell.’  



Jacqueline Lake had a question which came in versus Leon Keezer 

 
Well Leon was so gratefully to send my answer to her some weeks 

ago. A pity she didn’t reflect. I answered with: ‘It was Ewan 

Macpherson who worked as a technician for the BBC and I presume 

he knew also Paul Harris, who originated from Aberdeen too. In 1970 

there was this prestigious radio project Capital Radio, from the 

former Groninger coaster Zeevaart, baptized into King David.  

 
 

King David on the Wharf in Zaandam 1970 Photo: Rob Olthof 

 

When meeting Ewan Paul Harris asked him several questions which 

were hopelessly and detailed answered by Ewan. When it became 

about aerials it was MacPherson who told about a then recently 

published American article about a new type, ‘the directional 
discontinuity ring radioator’. At the end it was decided that this 



would be the type to be used on the King David. Following Paul Harris 

in his book ‘To be a pirate king’, Impulse Books Aberdeen 1971, Ewan 
took some time off for holiday with the BBC to work with the Capital 

Radio staff on the aerial project. 

 

Harris died a couple of years ago, Ewan must be around 70, if he is 

still around. Anyone who might know him please contact me at 

HKnot@home.nl  

 

Next we go to Australia: ‘Hi Hans. Next a reflection on the name 

Ram Dass which was in the report mentioned last time. Jan 

Sundermann wrote: ‘I must admit that I never heard the name of 
Ram Dass before. Then I took out the original LA album and checked 

the large photograph inside. Some familiar faces there including the 

Mahatma, but no sign that could lead to Ram Dass at all? 

 

Well I washed dishes with him in an ashram in Berkeley, California. 

And he went shopping with me, pointing-out his biography of his guru, 

which I bought. He fished-me out of trouble with the ashram's 

hotel-manager. And I learned how to make guacamole in the ashram's 

vegetarian-restaurant with best greetings Bryan Kilgallin.’  
 

Thanks Bryan for your response and so we see once again the world is 

very small and also the power of the International Radio Report to 

bring people together on certain subjects. I also get on regular times 

newspaper cuts from people. This time one from 1971 and reading it 

back after so many decades I thought why tell leading people so 

much nonsense to protect themselves.  

 

It were three RNI deejays who wanted to record their programs in 

the then future in the new RNI studios in Naarden. A request was 

done to John de Mol Sr., the father of the later worldwide known 

John de Mol. His father was director of the Dutch Radio Noordzee. 

mailto:HKnot@home.nl


The three deejays were Andy Archer, Alan West and Steve Merrick. 

In the newspapers it was mentioned that the three were dismissed 

by the owners of the station and would not come on the air again.  

 

The reason was a remarkable one done by John de Mol Sr.: ‘The 
gentlemen came to me with the request to record the programs in 

the studios on the mainland. The reason was that they were married 

and wanted to be more at home. However, we no longer have any 

facilities for studio recordings and the charm of the English-

language broadcasts is also that they come directly from the ship. 

Now that they have been fired we have hired one new deejay for the 

vacant places, the American Paul May, We are still looking for British 

deejays". 

 

John de Mol Sr, in the middle. Photo: Rudi Kagon 

And of course March 19th we heard 40 years ago the people on the 

Mi Amigo in full distress. Lucky all were saved and taken ashore. A 

long, and so in depth, article appeared on March 19th in Kent on line: 

https://www.kentonline.co.uk/sheerness/news/pop-pirates-plucked-

from-sinking-ship-40-years-ago-today-224049/ 

Next is Mark King: ‘Hi Hans, thanks for the newsletter, 

regarding your mention of Rolf van Brandtzaeg, this appears to be 

him on the left, the first photo is from your site, the other is a 



cutting I made from the Daily Herald in 1964, he is named in the 

article.’ 

  

 



Photo David Kendrid Collection.  

Thanks a lot Mark. It seems he had hidden his hands all the time. He 

does remember me to another person who wanted to be bigger than 

he was: Basil van Rensburg. Have a good day. But next to Mike there 

was a response from Hans Klomp about the same subject:  

‘Dear Hans. I was pleased to read your Radio Report again. Regarding 

Brandtzaeg I took a look at the website delpher.nl of the Koninklijke 

Bibliotheek. On that site a lot of Dutch newspapers have been 

scanned. Brandtzaeg is mentioned once. In the article it says that 

Brandtzaeg was aboard Fredericia as leader of a large group of 

Swedes. This in turn as a quote from English newspapers. 

Could Brandtzaeg have had something to do with the transfer of the 

ship to O'Rahilly? And so perhaps from Scandinavian offshore 

circles? Apparently Brandtzaeg has been on board at least twice, or 

once for a longer period of time.  After all, it is hard to imagine him 

speaking to the press (Daily Herald) when O'Rahilly himself is on 

board. 

And if he's standing here so quietly behind Ronan, this seems to 

indicate that he accepts his presence. So I'm not so sure Brandtzaeg 

is/was a ‘dreamer’ yet. 

In the Daily Herald his name is Rolf of Brandtzaeg. But it may be 

Rolf (Rudolf?) Von Brandtzaeg. The German influence in Sweden has 

always been great. 

Look up for this as well: https://www.amazon.com/Slides-photo-

Nadine-sitting-posing/dp/B01N9BH803 scroll down where it says; 

Nadine sitting on bed and posing. Source - Camera Press LondonPhoto 

by - Rolf Von Brandtzaeg And we already know that Brandtzaeg was 

a photographer. 

 

https://www.amazon.com/Slides-photo-Nadine-sitting-posing/dp/B01N9BH803
https://www.amazon.com/Slides-photo-Nadine-sitting-posing/dp/B01N9BH803


By the way, if the man was 22 years old in 1964 and therefore from 

1941/42/43, there's a chance he's still alive! A nice detective job to 

find out! Maybe try it with your Scandinavian contacts. Greetings, 

Hans Klomp.’  

Next is a letter only revealed 55 years after the date.  

In 2019 I received a number of boxes with clippings, photos, 

notebooks, letters, posters, stickers and so on, all related to 

offshore radio’s history. These included a letter sent by the then 

captain of the MV Mi Amigo to Ate Harsta in Leeuwarden on 26th of 

February 1965. 

 

In the letter Captain Visscher addressed: 'Dear Caroline fan' and 

continued with: 'I can only now find an opportunity to reply to your 

letter of 13 December 1964. I myself only received your letter at 

the end of January when I had 14 days leave. In the meantime I have 



returned and provided your address for membership (Caroline Club). 

I don't have a picture of the ship, only a disc jockey description, 

which I include here. Caroline has no night broadcasts and has 7 crew 

members (Hollanda) and 2 transmitter technicians (England) and 4-5 

disc jockeys of various nationalities, that is Australian, New Zealand, 

Canada and English.  

There are two Caroline ships, the very first one (ship name also 

Caroline), where we started and was at Harwich and is now at the 

Isle of Man as Radio Caroline North and has 9 Dutch crew members 

and two Swedish transmitter technicians. We hear very little about 

them.  

The other one, Caroline South, ship's name Mi Amigo, is the smallest 

and is now at Harwich, Frinton to be precise, and that's the one that 

can be heard in Holland and Belgium; very early on we were in the air 

as 'Radio Atlanta', that was May 1964. Shortly after that it became 

Caroline South and the first 'Caroline' went north and Isle of Man. 

Close to us is also the ship 'Calaxij' (Galaxy), an old American 

minesweeper, which serves as a radio ship (Radio London). Although I 

don't know much about radio and music or fans myself, I thought 'let 

me answer this letter and send it with what I have on Caroline's 

stuff. So far with greetings, had been signed with A. Visscher.   

He added another P.S.: Even a year, 13 months working on these 

radio ships, I only got a Caroline spine last week, which I enclose 

with this'. 

Thus a letter that until March 2020 was only read by a few pairs of 

eyes.  

The Emperor Rosko had in his program ‘LA Connection’ from February 
22nd  a special surprise for with a virtual award for the one who has 

plugged the Emperor in this century the most. In the second hour, 

after a few mentioning, finally the answer was given. Thanks Michael 

for voting me at number one!  



 

And the Emperor advices us all to stay safe!  

Next one comes from Tony Meehan: ‘Dear Hans. Thank you for your 

radio reports which always inform and entertain and all too 

frequently carry sad news about our Pirate radio brothers, who have 

passed away. I offer my condolences to Tom Mulder’s family. 

 

If I may, I would like to comment two items in your most recent 

edition. The first relates to Roger Gale who was my boss  on Radio 

Scotland in 1966, and the second to another Radio Scotland friend 

Ben Healy. 

Roger Gale’s appointment as deputy speaker in the House of 
Commons. While Paul Mulsing’s news is factually correct, however due 

to the traditions, and dare I say quirky practices of the UK 

Parliament, I believe his appointment was interim during the period 

Purdah between one Parliament and the next. In December 

2019  Roger won his constituency election with an increased majority 

of 6.24%. Considering he has held his seat since 1983 – 27 years he 

is clearly doing something right. He has a reputation as being a great 

constituency Member of Parliament.  



My second comment relates to the piece by  Ben Healy, regarding 

the article by Scottish journalist, the late Jim Blair who was also a 

friend. I am sorry that Ben feels so bad about it. To claim Jim Blair 

was the original fake news is unkind and unwarranted. He was an 

original and unique writer. In truth, and in humour, if he wanted Jim 

Blair could make crap shine like silver and vice-versa.  

 

 

Blair’s  piece was written more than 50 years  ago, so reading it now 

is out of time and context. Remember in 1968  BBC Radio One had 

their pick of all the UK pirates.  50 million of the potential Radio1 

audience lived in England, so Radio 1’s main audience was across 
England and quite natural for the BBC  to go for the DJ’s with 
English based profiles and existing audiences.  

 

While Ben is right to protect his personal memories of Stuart Henry 

which are shared by many, myself included, there are those who have 

a different history to tell. I would suggest  Jim Blair’s article was 



also against the BBC management in London who seemingly forgot 

those Radio Scotland  DJs who presented shows every day from the 

ship and not one show a week from a land based studio. A minor point 

of correction, Jim Blair did succeed in getting a radio gig with Radio 

Clyde but discovered it was not for him. Sadly like many of that time, 

Jim Blair has passed to the radio / newsroom in the sky.  

 

As a courtesy I have copied Sir Roger and Ben Healy into this 

response together with Peter Bowman, Mel Howard, Bryan Vaughan, 

and John Kerr, who were named in Ben’s piece for their information 
and comment should they wish. 

 

 

Tony Meehan – Private collection 2020 

Tony Meehan – currently broadcasting a weekly show on 

Scotland69am4u.com and open to offers.’  

Dear Tony, thanks a lot for responding on these items in last report. 

And let’s be truly as this is where the report is for too. So anyone 

can respond on others comments. Of course there was response from 

others but first a document from more than half a century ago about 

Tony Meehan. 



 

Steve Young reflected with: ‘Interesting conversation! I do believe 

that there was a certain amount of "fake news" that went out over 

the airwaves of the pirate radio stations, mostly to support the 

concept of "Free Radio" and/or to add more "spice" to the otherwise 

mundane news stories that were being aired by the BBC. 

Having said that, I also believe that there was, perhaps, more 

credibility to many of the news items that were read by your 

illustrious news readers (certainly on Caroline South) such as Graham 

Webb, Gerry Burke, Bob Larkins et al, as they were usually composed 

from stories broadcast by the BBC, Radio Europe, AFN and other 

sources, and so presented a more balance perspective of the 

happenings-of-the-day.   

Always nice to hear other perspectives on the "facts" as discussed 

by Ben Healy, Tony Meehan and yourself too Hans. Thanks for 



keeping us up to date and, as Webby's Radio Caroline introduction 

always said "First Fast and Factual....Caroline Newsbeat"....boom, 

boom.... (but now replace Caroline with Hans Knot, ha, ha) 

Best, Steve Young PS Whatever happened to Bob Larkins and Gerry 

Burke (Gerald Frowe?) 

Thanks Steve for your part in this discussion as well as the very nice 

words. Gerry Burke info from the Pirate Hall of Fame: During the 

seventies he made appearances on Johnnie Walker's Radio One 

shows as “Bill The Boilerman.” Under his real name of Gerald Frow, 
he wrote for a number of radio and television series including My Old 

Man, Young Sherlock and The Kids From 47a as well as for the 

comedy duo Hinge and Bracket. Ian Anderson tells us that Gerry and 

his second wife Jean moved to Shetland in the nineties. Sadly Gerry 

died in December 2005. 

And also sad message about Bob Larkins: With a growing family, he 

returned to Australia and took a job with the Education Department 

in Tasmania, writing copy for departmental publications. He still 

found time to do voice-over work for local radio stations and took 

the occasional acting job, playing a manic boat driver in a film called 

Save The Lady. He also wrote a book about the Australian actor 

Chips Rafferty.  

 

 

When his marriage broke up he moved 

to Sydney where he was employed by 

Channel 10 television and, later, by the 

ABC. He died of cancer in July 1999. 

 

Bob Larkins Photo collection Pirate Hall 

of Fame 

http://www.offshoreradio.co.uk/djsw2z.htm#walker
http://www.offshoreradio.co.uk/djs7a.htm#ianders
http://www.amazon.co.uk/exec/obidos/ASIN/0333415108/thepiratradio-21


Ben Healy came back to the subject with:  ‘Hello Hans. Thank you for 

your forwarding Tony’s E Mail to me. Tony is a friend of mine and he 
has a lovely Canadian wife and I have a great deal of respect for 

both of them. Had I known Jim Blair had passed on I would not have 

made those comments. Whilst I have never discussed my work 

relationship with Jim Blair when I was with Radio Scotland. It was 

strained to say the least. I will leave it at that. RIP Jim. I thank you 

Hans for this platform to express our opinions and I will take the 

high road on this one. Saludos from Puerto Vallarta Mexico. Ben 

Healy.’    

Review time with Martin van der Ven:  

‘I have been following the history of offshore radio intensively for 

decades, and my book collection on the subject is impressive and 

almost complete. Especially on Radio Caroline there are numerous 

publications, but most of them focus on the sixties. Again and again 

the seventies and eighties are only cursorily treated.  

 

 

That has now changed: Paul Rusling has published the "Caroline 

Bible", a mammoth work that not only meticulously depicts the 

history of the legendary radio station. It contains all known and less 



familiar details about the ships, the transmitters, the hundreds of 

deejays and helpers in the background with countless anecdotes and 

a mountain of in-depth knowledge. For the interested radio listener 

an indispensable reference book has been created, the reading of 

which will not let the reader go. Rusling has consulted countless 

sources, conducted many interviews and compiled hundreds of 

photos, many of which were previously unknown. Without any doubt a 

must-have for anyone interested in radio history and the watery 

wireless! 

Dr. Martin van der Ven (The Offshore Radio Guide). 

https://radiocarolinebible.com/ 

There are two updates to mention for the Offshore Radio Archive on 

Flickr. First of all it was Henk Langerak who was decennia long active 

as media journalist for the Algemeen Dagblad. He went together 

with me twice to England. Reason was to visit the Ross Revenge. First 

time was in 1983 but we didn’t succeed due to weather problems. 

Second time was in 1986 and the photos he made on that occasion 

can be watched when clicking on the next link. Also some photos are 

there, which he made on August 31st and Veronica.  

https://www.flickr.com/photos/offshoreradio/albums/72157713566

577242 

 

The next link brings a marvelous collection of photos, mostly in black 

and white, taken in the seventies and sixties by Theo Dencker from 

Hamburg. Photos are there from Veronica, Caroline, Mi Amigo, Laser 

558, Mi Amigo in Spain, the offshore conventions in1977 and 1978. A 

must to explore!  

https://www.flickr.com/photos/offshoreradio/collections/72157713

564697631/ 

 

 

Here is the latest update from Jon in London. 

Hi, 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/offshoreradio/albums/72157713566577242
https://www.flickr.com/photos/offshoreradio/albums/72157713566577242
https://www.flickr.com/photos/offshoreradio/collections/72157713564697631/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/offshoreradio/collections/72157713564697631/


 

I have just updated The Pirate Radio Hall of Fame. 

 

• Radio Caroline's mv Mi Amigo sank in March 1980 - 40 years 

ago. In the final part of 'Caroline in the Seventies' we look 

back at that dreadful night with the help of the last three 

English disc-jockeys on board - Stevie Gordon, Tom Anderson 

and Nick Richards; 

• and we look at how the media reported the sinking at the time;   

• also this month, Eddie Austin remembers his stay on Radio 

Atlantis with a couple of photos and a rare studio recording. 

 

The Pirate Radio Hall of Fame went on-line for the first time on 14th 

March 2000, which means we celebrate our 20th birthday this 

month. Thank you to everybody who has helped and supported us 

over the last two decades - especially the former pirates who have 

generously shared their memories and memorabilia, and the 

enthusiasts who have supplied so many recordings and photos. We 

couldn't have done it without you. More next month. All the best, 

Jon 

www.offshoreradio.co.uk 

Paul Krooshof has special love for former lightships and Martin and I 

have taken his collection of photographs into our on line Flickr 

Archive 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/offshoreradio/albums/72157713302

613156 

also here are more: 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/offshoreradio/collections/72157713

304351278/ 

http://www.offshoreradio.co.uk/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/offshoreradio/albums/72157713302613156
https://www.flickr.com/photos/offshoreradio/albums/72157713302613156
https://www.flickr.com/photos/offshoreradio/collections/72157713304351278/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/offshoreradio/collections/72157713304351278/


 

 

 

Studio Galaxy late 1968 with Pascal Posé collection Posé 

The arrival of Radio Nordsee International from the former Radio 

London ship the Galaxy was widely announced in 1968, especially in 

the German media. The ship had had a major maintenance overhaul 

and was to leave the port of Hamburg and enter the airwaves at a 

position near the coast of Helgoland. The German media were invited 

for an official party on board, after which numerous photos appeared 

in newspapers and weeklies, from which it became clear that there 

was a bright future for the Galaxy and the station. 

However, the plans did not go ahead and no permission was given to 

leave for open sea. In 1970 RNI would start from another ship with a 

largely different team. But now, more than 50 years later, it is fun 

to publish the planned programming of RNI, as intended from the MV 

Galaxy. 



 

Well another e mail, this time from long time radio friend Andrew in 

England 

‘Thanks for this Radio Report, Hans. Very interesting, especially with 

the ‘alternative’ versions of history that are being circulated by 
people who fantasise that they were involved. 

I think it is worth mentioning that the song ‘I’d Like to Buy the 
World a Coke’ was not a new melody. It was written in 1970 and 



released originally by Susan Shirley as ‘True Love and Apple 
Pie’.  Video at  https://youtu.be/bPNkgQft498     

http://www.45cat.com/record/db8787 tells the story. I remember 

this record was a favourite of Tony Blackburn, who played it on Radio 

One. It was also promoted on Radio Luxembourg. All the best, 

Andy Emmerson.’  

Thanks a lot Andy for this update and keep well!  

Now another memory from me: 1969 was a year when it was time for 

many baby boomers to make a decision regarding their choice of 

favourite radio station. For the English-speakers there was a ban on 

the programs of BBC Radio One, as this station was seen as a very 

bad copy of the offshore radio stations of those days. Also this 

station had introduced a jingle package that was produced on the 

basis of that of 'Wonderful Radio London'. The Dutch radio 

followers had the choice between Radio Veronica and Hilversum 3, 

although with the latter station there was also a lot of reluctance to 

tune in to it. 

Alternatives were the broadcasts of AFN, which were broadcast via 

low power stations in England, the Netherlands, Belgium and 

sometimes with higher power in what was then West Germany. But 

there was another station which, although in the fade, attracted 

many listeners in that time with the aforementioned group. Radio 

Luxembourg from the Grand Duchy on 208! As soon as there was 

some time I tuned the radio in the evening hours to the 208 medium 

wave because there you could listen to the latest music, although not 

always complete.  

Moreover, the programming was very interesting because former 

offshore radio deejays now earned their living at Radio Luxembourg. 

Some well-known names at that time were Tony Prince, Kid Jensen, 

Paul Burnett, who we listened to earlier from the sea. But also names 

https://youtu.be/bPNkgQft498
http://www.45cat.com/record/db8787


like Noel Edmonds, Alan Freeman, Jimmy Saville and David Christian 

came by many times. 

 

We regularly ordered the magazine '208' and cut and pasted the 

most interesting pieces, mainly focused on the broadcasts of Radio 

Luxembourg, into a scrapbook. Moreover, the magazine had fun and 

interesting stories about the pop groups and artists who performed 

well at the time. In the month of February 1969 there was a poll on 

popularity in different categories, of which Tony Blackburn won first 

place in those of best deejays, followed by Stuart Henry and Kenny 

Everett. The special thing was that Stuart Henry, who won first 

place earlier, would stop his presentation in the BBC program 'Top of 

the Pops' in March 1969 and that in February it was already known 



that Tony Blackburn would become his successor. And we also took 

the programs, where possible, on our reel to reel tape recorder. 

Strange, but also very understandable for the fans of Radio 

Luxembourg at that time, that more than half a century later there 

is a special group on Facebook of which the members exchange a lot 

of memories but also take the recordings of that time out of the 

collection to share within the group. We also recommend a visit to 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/Luxy208/. 

Next is Vivien Bernard: ‘Hello Hans. I have just read your latest 

report and I was so shocked and saddened to read about the death 

of Tom Mulder.  He was too young to die but I know he had ill health 

for quite a few years. We were both born in February 1947, Tom on 

the 16th and me on the 24th but unlike me he didn't make his 73rd 

birthday. 

I met Tom a few times in London through a friend in 1968 and 1969.  

When Tom presented his first show on Radio Veronica in 1969 he 

played me a record. I could receive Veronica on my little transistor 

radio so I heard it! You put me in touch with him in for a period in 

2003/4. I expect all his Dutch fans will be sad too. What a waste of 

a talented life. 

 

I enjoyed watching the film about Pirate BBC Essex in 2004 in your 

report. I have just finished watching that and I had to email you 

about Tom.  I hope you and Jana are in good health.  All good wishes 

to you both from Vivien.’ Thanks a lot Vivien and questions not shown 
here are answered in a personal e mail. Keep on the right side of a 

good health!  

 

From England we go to Brian in Germany: ‘Hello Hans , I wonder if you 

can help me, back in 1978, Chris Cary , was fitting out a ship to 

become Sunshine Radio, this was being done in Ireland. I believe that 

the ships destination would have been a position off the Spanish 

coast in the Mediterranean. I was on the London land based Pirate 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/Luxy208/


Station, NLR and I met up with Chris, who was a fan of the station 

and lived nearby. Chris wanted us to DJ/crew it. He even had a 

mockup of the studio and wanted us to train on it before going out. 

Last we heard it had all fallen through due to a fault on the ship and 

no money to put it right. I think he had fallen out with his partners. 

Do you have any information on the ship, its name, what became of it 

and its equipment? Does anyone have any pictures or news cutting of 

the ship? If you don’t know then I don’t know where else to turn to. 

All the best and thank you for all you do. Brain Scott RNI.De.’ 
 

Well Brian not too much is known. I remember vaguely that it had 

something to do with the ship in danger near the Scilly Isles. Bob 

Noakes, who was involved and will once in the future tell more about 

the failed project. On the Wikepedia page regarding Chris is to read: 

‘In 1978 Cary went to Ireland with Robbie Robinson and DJ Roger 

Swann to set up Sunshine Radio with the stated objective of 

broadcasting to holidaymakers in Majorca. The cars they travelled in 

(a Lincoln Continental and a Mercedes) contained much of the 

broadcasting equipment that they intended to fit to an ancient 

wooden keeled sloop. Unfortunately the Mercedes broke down on the 

M1 but the Lincoln Continental made it to Larne where the "radio 

ship" was being prepared. DJ Roger Swann left after 10 days or so 

and ended up working on the Voice of Peace and the pirate radio ship 

didn't make further than Dublin. The final fate of the radio ship is 

unknown but rumor has it that some broadcasts to the Irish republic 

were made from the ship.’ On the Convention Zeezenders 20, which 

was organized by Music Radio Promotions in collaboration with me 

and others, jingles made for the project were played.  

 

Next more about a small photo collection which is now in our archive:  

Both Photos made by Theo van Halsema on the day of a trip in 1979. 

All the other photos he made during the trip are here: 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/offshoreradio/albums/72157713163

013727 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/offshoreradio/albums/72157713163013727
https://www.flickr.com/photos/offshoreradio/albums/72157713163013727


 

 

 

Record Mirror May 8th 1971 brought this letter from Martin Kayne, 

which I reposted on Facebook. 

 

Andy Cadier (aka Martin Kayne) responded: ‘Phew I was certainly 

getting things off my chest, but it was in response to some very 

heavy criticism in the pages of Record Mirror. The music policy 

wasn't decided by the UK deejays, who were simply doing what they 

were told. One could hardly argue as it was the Dutch service that 

https://www.facebook.com/andy.cadier


was paying the bills. If you like doing radio presentation and value 

your job, it would have been unwise to rock the boat too much. There 

was also the legal case with Radio Veronica going on, which later 

ended up with the MEBO 2 being set alight and seriously damaged. 

Also crackpot rumours were still circulating suggesting RNI was an 

East German spy ship. With all this prevailing all the DJs were trying 

to make the station a success. 

 

In 1971 most of the English Service deejays had UK passports, it was 

unclear if the British authorities would enforce the MOA and arrest 

radio staff returning to the UK. Previously with Radio Caroline in 

1967/1968 they left staff alone and concentrated on obstructing 

incoming revenue, however. This option wasn't open to the GPO as 

funding for RNI was coming from the Netherlands and Switzerland. 

As it happened I think we were all left alone with no prosecutions, 

but it could have been so very different. So perhaps people will 

understand that the British DJs at the time were having a rough 

ride in more ways than one.  

 

 



Tender comes near the MEBO II. Photo Carl Mitchell collection. 

 

After the loss of the Caroline ships in March 1968 the arrival of the 

MEBO 2 in 1970, was for many of us a dream come true. The 1971 

version was going to have to be something of a compromise if it were 

to address the previous funding problems. Well after a dodgy 

restart, it was a success, and that should surely be celebrated.  

 

As for me I was married in March 1971 and found the job too 

precarious to continue with, particularly with living on the ship and in 

Hilversum and still needing to rent a flat in Kent in case the worst 

were to happen. Well it was a free radio adventure...was it not!’ 

 

Thanks Andy for your reflections. Well this ends up the Hans Knot 

International Radio Report and I will be back quicker than you will 

think. Keep safe and let the memories and more come to me at 

HKnot@home.nl 
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